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The Cremation Society, a registered charity and company 
limited by guarantee, was established in 1874 and is recognised as the pioneer 
of cremation in Great Britain. Having campaigned for the legalisation of 
cremation in Great Britain, the Society built the very first crematorium for public 
use in 1885 in Woking, Surrey.  
  
Since its formation, the Society has been committed to promoting the practice 
of cremation. It continues to work to promote best practice through 
conferences, regular publications and its collaborative work with other 
organisations across the funeral sector.  You can find more details on the history 
and current work of The Cremation Society on www.cremation.org.uk 
 
Pharos International is the official journal of The Cremation Society and the 
International Cremation Federation. It was founded in 1934 and became the 
official voice of the cremation movement.  A dedicated statistics issue has been 
published since 2019 detailing trends and cremation data, both nationally and 
internationally.  
  
Other regular features include: 

■ Speakers’ presentations 

■ UK cremation statistics 

■ International cremation statistics 

■ Latest events/issues/legislation 

■ Detailed reports 

■ News from all areas and aspects of the cremation industry 

■ Everything from technical, legislative and statistical, to features of general 
interest 

■ ICF News 

Our readership includes crematoria personnel in the UK, private and public 
sector management, manufacturers, funeral directors, libraries – in fact, every -
one involved, or just interested, in cremation both nationally and 
internationally. 
   
Pharos International also circulates in the following countries:  
Andorra, Argentina, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, China, 
Colombia, Cuba, Czech Republic, Denmark, Eire, Finland, France, Germany, 
Ghana, Greece, Guatemala, Haiti, Hong Kong, Hungary, Iceland, Israel, Italy, 
Japan, Luxembourg, Mauritius, Mongolia, Namibia, New Zealand, Poland, The 
Netherlands, Portugal, Romania, Russia, Serbia, Singapore, Slovenia, South 
Africa, South Korea, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sweden, Switzerland, Taiwan, Thailand, 
Trinidad, Turkey, United Kingdom, United States of America and Zimbabwe.
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 ANDORRA 
 
Number of crematoria: 1 
 
*Statistics of cremations:  
                                              Total             % of 
      Cremations           deaths        deaths 
2021             218                 374           58.29 
2022             282                 394          71.57 
*latest figures obtainable 

 
There is no national cremation society in 
Andorra. Information is provided by the 
following organisation: 
Pompes Funebres de les Valls 
Carrer dels Escalls No. 9 baixos 
Escaldes – Engordany AD 700, Andorra 
President: Maurici Vilalta Armengol 
Date of foundation: January 2007 
Number of members: 9 

 
 ARGENTINA 
 
Number of crematoria: 205 
Crematoria situated at: Buenos Aires (92), 
CABA (18), Catamarca (1), Chaco (2), 
Chubut (4), Córdoba (20), Corrientes (5), 
Entre Ríos (8), Formosa (1), Jujuy (3),  
La Pampa (4), Mendoza (5), Misiones (3), 
Neuquen (7), Rio Negro (1), Salta (3), 
San Juan (3), San Luis (1), Santa Cruz (5), 
Santa Fe (13), Santiago del Estero (2), 
Tucumán (3), Tierra del Fuego (1). 
 
*Statistics of cremations:  
                                              Total             % of 
      Cremations           deaths        deaths 
2021     209,664         436,799          48.00 
2022   **196,572          397,115       **49.50 
*estimated.  

**latest figures obtainable. 

 

Asociación de Crematorios de la 
República Argentina 
61 No 1231 Miramar, General Alvarado, 
Provincia de Buenos Aires,  
República Argentina 
President: Jorge Gabriel Lopez 
Secretary: Dr Elizabeth Brizuela Lena 
Date of foundation: 2016 
Number of members: 35 

 
 AUSTRALIA 
 
Number of crematoria: 101 
(approximately)  
■ Australian Capital Territory: 1 
Norwood Park  
■ New South Wales: 39  
Albury, Alstonville, Armidale, Barham, 
Botany (Eastern Suburbs), Broulee, 
Canobolas, Castlebrook, Coffs Harbour 
(2), Coomealla, Dareton, Dubbo (2), 
Forest Lawn, Inverell, Leura, Lincoln 
Grove, Lismore, Macquarie Park, 
Melaleuca Station Memorial Gardens, 
Moama, Newcastle, Northern Suburbs, 
Palmdale, Pinegrove, Port Macquarrie, 
Rookwood (2), Taree, Tweed Heads, 
Ulladulla, Wagga Wagga, Wollongong 
(2), Wolumla, Woronora, Worrigee  
■ Northern Territory: 1  
Darwin  
■ Queensland: 33  
Albany Creek, Allambe Gardens, 
Bridgeman Downs, Buderim, Bundaberg, 
Burpengary, Caboolture, Cairns, Caloundra, 
Carbrook, Elliott Heads, Goodna, 
Hemmant, Hervey Bay Holland Park, 
Innisfail, Laidley, Mackay, Macgregor, 
Maryborough, Monkland, Mt Thompson, 
Nambour, Noosaville, Nudgee 
Rockhampton, Sarina, Stapylton, Sumner, 
Toowoomba, Townsville Tully, Willowbank  
■ South Australia: 7  
Centennial Park, Enfield, Gawler,  
Mount Gambier, Port Adelaide,  
Port Lincoln, Whyalla  
■ Tasmania: 4  
Devonport, Hobart, Lauceston, 
Ulverstone  
 
 
 

■ Victoria: 9  
Altona, Ballarat, Bunurong, Eaglehawk, 
Fawkner, Geelong, Gippsland, Lilydale, 
Springvale 
■ Western Australia: 7  
Albany, Bunbury, Fremantle, Geraldto, 
Kalgoorlie, Karrakatta, Pinnaroo  
 
*Statistics of cremations:  
                                              Total             % of 
      Cremations           deaths        deaths 
2008       89,300         137,000       65.18% 
2009        72,000         104,000       69.23% 
*latest figures obtainable 

 
Australasian Cemeteries & Crematoria 
Association  
Suite North 1, 215 Bell Street,  
Preston 3072, Victoria Australia  
President: Ms Lauren Hardgrove 
Chief Executive Officer:  

Mr Ben Kelly  
Chair of Finance and Audit:  

Mr David Molloy  
Date of foundation: 1985  
Number of Members: 159  
Name of journal: ACCA News  
Date of foundation: 1991  
Published: quarterly  
Circulation: 2,000 approximately  
Editor: Mr Chris Harrington, Suite North 

1 215 Bell Street, Preston 3072 Victoria, 
Australia 

 
 AUSTRIA 
 
Number of crematoria: 17 (known) 
Crematoria situated at: Bad Vöslau 
(NÖ), Graz, Hohenems, Neustift-
Innermanzing, Innsbruck, Kufstein, 
Münster, Knittelfeld, Kramsach, Linz, 
St Marienkirchen, St. Pölten, Salzburg, 
Steyr, Stockerau, Villach, Wien 
(Simmering) 
 
Statistics of cremations:  
                                             Total             % of 
      Cremations           deaths        deaths
2022                 –            91,962                 – 
2023                 –            93,332                 – 
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Bundesverband der Bestatter der 
Wirtschaftskammer Österreich  
A-1045 Wien, Wiedner Hauptstrasse 63, 
Austria 
President:  

Mag. (FH) Katharina Strack-Dewanger  
Secretary: Mag. Jakob Wild 
Date of foundation: 1946 
Number of members: 507 
Name of journal: PIA 
Date of foundation: 2008 
Published: quarterly 
Circulation: 3,000 
Editor: Christian Madlmayr, Wiedner 

Hauptstrasse 63, A-1045 Wien 

 
 BELGIUM (3 Societies) 
 
Number of crematoria: 21 
Crematoria situated at: Aalst, 
Antwerpen-Wilrijk, Brugge, Charleroi, 
Ciney, Courtrai, Court St-Etienne, 
Frasnes Lez Anvaing, Hasselt, Holsbeek, 
Liège, Lochchristi, Lommel, Mons, 
Neufchâteau, Ostende, Sint-Niklaas, 
Turnhout, Ukkel, Welkenraedt, Zemst,  
 
Statistics of cremations:  
                                             Total             % of 
      Cremations           deaths        deaths  
2022        76,244          116,564          65.41  
2023        75,679          111,329          67.98  

 
a) Société Belge pour la Crémation, ASBL 

Boulevard Maurice Lemonnier 1/4, 
1000 Bruxelles 
President: Jean-Paul Petit 
Secretary: Cyril Costa 
Treasurer: Robert Smets 
Date of foundation: 1906 
Number of members: +3,000 
Name of journal: Reliance – Journal 
de la Société Belge Pour La Crémation 
Published: quarterly 
Circulation: 3,000+ 
Editor: Robert Smets, Avenue de la 
Reine 9, 1310 La Hulpe 

b) Société Cooperative 
Intercommunale de Crémation 
Avenue du Silence 61, 1180 Bruxelles 
President: Mr Mahfoudh Romdhani 
Secretary: Mr Xavier Godart 

Treasurer: Mr Xavier Godart 
Date of foundation: 1933 

c) Neomansio S.C.R.L. 
Rue des Coquelicots 1, 4020 Liège 
President: Mme. Christine Defraigne 
Directeur général: M. Philippe Dussard 
Date of foundation: 1978 
Number of members: 58 

 
 BRAZIL 
 
There are 43 crematoria situated in: 
■ Bahia (1): Salvador 
■ Ceará (2): Fortaleza (2) 
■ Espirito Santo (1): Vila Velha 
■ Goiás (2): Goiânia, Val Paraíso 
■ Minas Gerais (2): Contagem, Uberlândia 
■ Pará (2): Belém (2) 
■ Paraíba (1): João Pessoa 
■ Paraná (4): Campina Grande do Sul, 

Curitiba, Maringá, Pinhais, 
Pernambuco (1): Paulista 

■ Rio de Janeiro (5): Niterói, Nova 
Friburgo, Rio de Janeiro (Capital) (3), 
Rio Grande do Norte (1): Parnamirim 

■ Rio Grande do Sul (6): Caxias do Sul, 
Nova Hamburgo, Porto Alegre, Santa 
Rosa, São Leopoldo, Viamão 

■ Santa Catarina (2): Balneário 
Camboriu, Blumenau 

■ São Paulo (13): Embu das Artes, 
Guarulhos, Itapecerica da Serra (2), 
Jaboticabal, Santos, São José dos 
Campos, São José do Rio Preto, São 
Paulo (Capital) (2), São Bernardo do 
Campo (2), Sorocaba, Votuporanga 

 
No national cremation statistics are 
available. 

 
All information is provided by the 

following organisation: 
Sindicato dos Cemitérios e Crematórios 
Particulares do Brasil 
Av. Brigadeiro Faria Lima, 2128 - 12º andar 
cj. 1202, 01452-930, São Paulo SP, Brazil 
President: José Elias Flores Junior 
Secretary: Eduardo de Souza Meirelles 
Treasurer: Claudia Schützer de Magalhães 
Date of foundation: 1999 
Number of members: 90 
 

 

 BRITISH ISLANDS  
 
Number of crematoria: 334 
Crematoria situated in the following 
areas: Bedfordshire (2), Berkshire (4), 
Bristol (3), Buckinghamshire (4), 
Cambridgeshire (4), Cheshire (7), 
Cleveland (3), Cornwall (3), Cumbria (5), 
Derbyshire (4), Devonshire (6), Dorset (4), 
Durham (5), Essex (12),  
Gloucestershire (3), Hampshire (9), 
Herefordshire (1), Hertfordshire (6),  
Isle of Man (1), Isle of Wight (1), Kent (12), 
Lancashire (9), Leicestershire (4), 
Lincolnshire (8), Greater London (24), 
Greater Manchester (14),  
Merseyside (6), Norfolk (6), 
Northamptonshire (3),  
Northumberland (2), Nottinghamshire (8), 
Oxfordshire (4), Shropshire (2),  
Somerset (6), Staffordshire (8), Suffolk (4), 
Surrey (3), Sussex (9), Tyne & Wear (7), 
Warwickshire (4), West Midlands (13), 
Wiltshire (4), Worcestershire (4), 
Yorkshire (28), Scotland (33), Wales (18), 
Northern Ireland (2), Channel Islands (2)  
 
Statistics of cremations:  
                                              Total             % of 
      Cremations           deaths        deaths 
2022      526,632         659,718          79.83 
2023      535,750        *663,107          80.79  
*provisional figures 

 
The Cremation Society 
1st Floor, Brecon House, 16 Albion Place, 
Maidstone, Kent, ME14 5DZ 
Website:  www.cremation.org.uk 
Chairman: Professor Hilary Grainger OBE 
Executive Officer: Wendy Buchan 
Date of foundation: 1874 
Name of journal: Pharos International 
Date of foundation: 1934 
Published: quarterly plus statistics issue 
Editor: Wendy Buchan 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CBCE 2025

Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen, thank you for joining 

us here at CBCE 2025. On behalf of the FBCA (the Federation 

of Burial and Cremation Authorities) and the Cremation 

Society, I’m absolutely delighted to welcome you all here 

today. 

 

Many of you will recall the first joint conference back in 2007. This 

is now the 18th year this event is taking place, and this is the most 

delegates we’ve had since COVID-19, which is fantastic. 

We’ve got an international feel for this year’s event with 

people coming from overseas, from delegates and speakers, 

which again is fantastic. It’s incredible to see so many people 

here today as well. CBCE promises to be another great year as 

we’ve got a rich programme of speakers lined up over the next 

few days. It couldn’t be more important really for us all to come 

together.  

We’ve seen big changes happening within the industry, from 

the Law Commission review, new legislation, new funerary 

methods, updates on guidance, the Competition & Markets 

Authority’s (CMA) monitoring of funeral services, and the 

environmental expectations placed on us all within this ever-

evolving sector. It just underlines really how vital it is that we 

learn from each other, share best practices and work together 

as a collaborative community. 

Over the next two and a half days, we’ve got a full agenda 

from expert voices and keynote speakers, giving you a chance 

to stay current, enhance knowledge, and earn some valuable 

CPD. Our speakers hail from all corners of the United Kingdom 

and abroad. I’m incredibly grateful for each of them making the 

time and effort to come and join us over the next few days. 

I’d like to say a big thank you to all our sponsors over the next 

few days, especially the London Cremation Company (LCC), 

who once again are this year’s event sponsors. Of course, a 

warm welcome to our brilliant exhibitors, from those who’ve 

been with us for years and those joining us for the first time. 

Please make time to visit the exhibition stands next door, I’m 

sure they’ll give you a warm welcome, plus you’ll get some free 

goodies as well. 

Thank you again for being here with us, let’s have a brilliant 

and enriching conference. I’d like to invite Steve Gant from the 

London Cremation Company to give us an update. 

Thank you very much.

Pharos 
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Opening of CBCE 2025  
 

Dave Clay President of the FBCA

Ministry of Justice –  
Medical Examiner Update  
 

The Ministry of Justice has provided an 
update on the statutory medical 
examiner system and ongoing review  
of medical referees 
 
Statutory Medical Examiner System  

Thank you for your continued work to implement the 

Death Certification Reforms on 9 September 2024. Since 

then, the causes of over 300,000 deaths have been 

certified and over 250,000 bereaved families have had the 

opportunity to speak with a medical examiner or officer, 

allowing them to raise questions or concerns with a senior 

doctor not involved in the care of their loved one. We are 

extremely grateful for your ongoing support in helping to 

embed these vital reforms that place the bereaved at the 

centre of the process and help better protect the public.  

Thank you also to all those who have taken the time to 

share their experience of the new system with us. We are 

continuing to work across government to find solutions to 

any issues arising and to ensure the death certification 

process is as smooth as it can be.  

 

Medical referees  

In February 2025, we informed you that we were reviewing 

responses to our October 2024 survey of crematorium managers 

and medical referees (MRs) and we reaffirmed our commitment 

to consult on any potential changes to the role of the MR. We 

also confirmed that any changes to the role of the MR would be 

subject to the laying of legislation.   

Since then, we have continued to develop our policy thinking 

in this area and we have conducted further engagement with 

stakeholders in light of some of the concerns that they have 

raised, particularly around hazardous implantable medical 

devices. This work is on-going. As a result, we are not in a 

position to put forward potential changes to the role of the MR 

at the current time.  

Once outstanding issues are worked through and resolved, 

we will let you know. We remain committed to working 

collaboratively with the sector to ensure a suitable lead-in time 

to support any change required to the role of the MR. We will 

provide stakeholders with at least six months’ notice before any 

changes are implemented in this regard. 

Ministry of Justice – June 2025 

 

Burials, Cremation and Exhumation Policy and Casework 

Death Management, Inquiries & Coroners (DMIC)  

Civil, Family, Tribunals, and Administration of Justice (CFTAJ) 

Directorate, Policy Group (PG)

Medical Examiner News |Implantable medical devices  
 

The Cremation Society was recently represented by Council Member Ian Rudkin on the 

National Medical Examiner’s working group looking at implantable medical devices.   

 

The Royal College of Pathologists has now published the latest in its series of  

National Medical Examiner Good Practice Series documents. The latest  

document covers the area of ‘Implantable medical devices on attending  

practitioner MCCDs’. You can read the guidance by visiting: 

https://www.rcpath.org/profession/medical-examiners/ 

national-medical-examiner-s-good-practice-series.html 
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Traditionally, Hindu women do not visit a crematorium

for the final rituals of their loved ones. But in the southern

Indian city of Chennai, a 34-year-old woman has been

managing one of the city’s oldest and busiest cremation

grounds. Praveena Soloman discusses her unusual

career choice with the BBC’s Geeta Pandey.

It’s mid-morning and the Valankadu Crematorium in the

Anna Nagar district is a hive of activity. Ms Soloman, the

administrator, is a picture of efficiency as she checks the

arrangements one last time before the next body arrives. 

Minutes before noon, a sombre funeral procession

reaches the crematorium. A man of 88 from a nearby area

has died and his family has brought his body to perform his

last rites. 

At the gates, the procession is met by N Manikandan

who ushers the mourners in, hitting a brass plate with a

gong and blowing a conch shell to announce their arrival.

Ms Soloman steps out of her office to meet them, the

procession is led up a flight of steps to a hall where the

wooden pyre is laid on the floor.

As a priest chants mantras, a male relative of the

deceased performs the last rites before the body is taken

up to be burned in a gas-fired furnace.

It will take nearly two hours for the body to completely

burn, Ms Soloman tells the family, and goes back to her

For a long time women

were kept out of Hindu

cremation grounds 

The Chennai woman who runs
a Hindu crematorium

Ms Soloman supervises the last rites of a deceased man 
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office to complete the paperwork for them. 

‘Tamil Nadu has a high literacy rate, 90% of women here

are literate, but still there are lots of limitations and barriers

for them,’ she tells me.

As the body is consigned to flames and we sit talking, 

Mr Manikandan begins to sing the Shivapuranam, a

haunting melody invoking the Hindu god Shiva, ‘informing

him that this mortal will be arriving at his feet soon’.

A crematorium is not really a happy place and although

women are not expressly banned from attending, they have

always been discouraged from being present.

The explanation often has been that it is for their own

wellbeing - since women are ‘softer and weaker’ and may

be traumatised by the death rituals.

So when Ms Soloman, a mother of two and English

literature graduate from Madras University, took up the job

two-and-a-half years ago, it didn’t go down well with many.

‘Not everyone was okay with a woman working here.

Some teased us, some passed filthy remarks. Some even

questioned what type of a woman would come and work

here. They said we must be bad people and that was very

hurtful,’ she told the BBC. 

Then there were people who were dependent on the

cremation ground for their living and thought that they

would lose their jobs. ‘So they threatened to throw acid in

my face,’ she says. 

The first three months were the toughest, when even a

tiny sound would make her jump. ‘But slowly they realised

that we were not there to take away their jobs and things

have changed.’

The opportunity had come her way when the Indian

Community Welfare Organisation, the NGO she had been

working with for 12 years, won the contract to run the 120-

year-old Valankadu crematorium. 

Long neglected, the cremation ground had become a

dumping ground for rubbish and groups of men assembled

there every night to drink.

‘We thought we would make it a safe place for women

and girls to come and spend the last moments with their

loved ones. We wanted to create a calm and healing place,’

says ICWO chief A J Hariharan.

‘So we asked all our senior women staff who would like

to take up the challenge. Only two women volunteered and

Ms Soloman became the first to be appointed to run a

crematorium in Chennai.’ And she hit the ground running -

on her first day at work, she supervised seven cremations. 

‘It was overwhelming,’ she says. ‘Every time there was

a cremation, I would also cry with the mourners. It took me

a lot of time to overcome that, to not cry when I saw other

people crying.’

Since taking over, Ms Soloman has worked hard to

secure the place - building a boundary wall around the four

and a half acre grounds and installing security cameras,

ensuring the place is well lit up at night. It also now has

clean toilets, rubbish bins, and brightly coloured benches

and dozens of trees and pot plants have been brought in to

make the area more attractive. 

‘Now people say it looks like a park,’ she says, visibly

pleased. 

Her unusual career choice did surprise her family but,

she says, they were very supportive. ‘When I told my

husband, his first question was: “Can you do it?” He said

managing a crematorium was not easy, it’s a male

dominated space. I told him I’ll give it a try and if I don’t

succeed, I’ll look at plan B. He agreed.’ Thankfully the need

for that did not arise. And for her effort, she has found

acceptance - even praise.

Priest Irushankar Narayanan says he is ‘very proud’ of

Ms Soloman. ‘She is doing a wonderful job. Before she

came, the toilets were filthy. Now they are so clean you can

eat a meal there.’

The visitors too appreciate her presence. Janasi

Rituals are performed before the body is placed 

on a trolley and tipped into the furnace 

The procession is led by a man beating a brass 

plate with a gong and blowing a conch shell 

*    Basic Cremation Fee comprises standard cremation fee plus Medical Referee’s fee and environmental surcharge (if applicable). 

The table of cremations includes those crematoria where cremations have been carried out in 2023 or where crematoria are not currently 

operating but continue to publish a cremation fee.                        

In some cases figures may show an increase/decrease caused by the closure or restricted service of individual or neighbouring 

crematoria, as a result of operational disruption (for example refurbishment or emergency works). 
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                                                                         BEDFORDSHIRE (2)                         

Bedford                                                               1,666                1,545            90,406                                    £959.15         £1,014.59                                

Luton                                                                  1,615                1,453          133,492             2,998             £935.00         £1,020.00                                

                                                            

 

 

 

 

                                                                         BERKSHIRE (4)                                                            

Bracknell                                                             2,354                2,356            76,769                                     £925.00            £955.00                                

Reading                                                               1,768                1,719          140,995                                     £867.00            £955.00                                

Slough                                                                1,372                1,210            93,087                                     £870.00            £960.00                                

West Berkshire (Thatcham)                                  1,331                1,749            19,710              7,034           £1,095.00          £1,165.00                                

 

 
 

 

 

                                                                         BRISTOL (3)                                                            

Bristol (Canford)                                                    1,300                1,209          137,982                                  £1,030.00          £1,080.00                                

Bristol (South)                                                       1,895                1,654            91,534                                  £1,030.00          £1,080.00                                

Westerleigh                                                        3,216                3,481            65,242              6,344           £1,095.00          £1,165.00                                

                                                            

 

 

 

 

                                                                         BUCKINGHAMSHIRE (4)                                                            

Amersham (Chilterns)                                           3,024                2,845          157,402                                     £700.00             £790.00                                

Aylesbury Vale                                                      968                 1,306              4,099                                     £795.00             £895.00                                

Bierton                                                                   679                    801              3,298                                     £700.00             £790.00                                

Milton Keynes                                                    1,724                1,685            63,577              6,637              £960.00          £1,008.00                             
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                                                                         CAMBRIDGESHIRE (4)                                                            

Cambridge                                                         1,633                1,615          174,687                                     £880.00             £963.00                               

Huntingdon                                                            691                    887              1,648                                     £888.00             £950.00                               

March (Fenland)                                                    1,218                1,260            12,838                                     £999.00          £1,115.00                               

Peterborough                                                      2,136                2,092          127,612              5,854           £1,044.00          £1,044.00                               

                                                            

 

 

 

 

                                                                         CHESHIRE (7)                                                            

Chester                                                               1,818                1,831          100,800                                     £911.00             £975.00                               

Crewe                                                                 1,109                1,113            68,397                                     £866.00             £950.00                               

Lach Dennis (Birches)                                          1,023                1,420              3,245                                     £895.00             £935.00                               

Macclesfield                                                      1,758                1,753            83,831                                     £866.00             £950.00                               

Northwich (Vale Royal)                                          1,338                1,688            11,281                                    £960.00          £1,025.00                               

Warrington (Walton Lea)                                        2,025                2,009          101,069                                     £859.00             £902.00                               

Widnes                                                                1,386                1,395            39,407            11,209              £815.00             £880.00                               

                                                            

 

 

 

                                                                         CLEVELAND (3)                                                            

Hartlepool                                                             887                    902            57,874                                    £799.00             £823.00                               

Kirkleatham                                                        2,291                2,470            15,420                                     £930.00             £980.00                               

Middlesbrough                                                  1,925                1,763          197,240              5,135              £902.00             £902.00                               

                                                            

 

 

 

 

                                                                         CORNWALL (3)                                                            

Bodmin                                                               1,978                2,065            45,777                                  £1,044.00          £1,150.00                               

Camborne                                                          1,681                1,844            17,377                                  £1,030.00          £1,100.00                               

Truro                                                                   1,556                1,469          137,513              5,378           £1,002.00          £1,066.00                               

                    

1 Jan- 
31 Dec 

 2022

1 Jan- 
31 Dec  

2023

Total Since 
Opening 

County/ 
Area Total 2023

*January 2023 
Basic  

Cremation Fee  

*January 2024 
Basic 

Cremation Fee
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New crematorium in Kent opens its doors

Around 200 people took the opportunity to get a first look 

at a brand-new crematorium which is now serving the 

communities in and around Herne Bay, Whitstable and 

Canterbury. 

 

A community open day at Herne Bay Crematorium on 

Saturday 11 November, gave local people their first chance 

to visit the beautiful 14-acre site and meet the crematorium 

team. 

It is the 40th site to be operated by Westerleigh Group, 

one of the UK’s largest independent owners and operators 

of crematoria and cemeteries, with other facilities across 

England, Scotland and Wales, all set within beautifully-

landscaped gardens of remembrance which provide 

pleasant, peaceful places for people to visit and reflect. 

It seemed fitting that people should get their first chance 

to see the new site on Remembrance Day, and a two-minute 

silence was observed as a mark of respect, as crematorium 

manager James Brown played The Last Post. 

Herne Bay MP Sir Roger Gale then performed a 

ceremonial opening of the crematorium, which formally 

opened fully on Monday 13 November. 
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A new crematorium could be built at a 9 acre site just 

west of Eastington.  

 

One of the UK’s largest independent owners and operators 

of crematoria and cemeteries proposes to build a brand-

new facility in Stroud district. 

Westerleigh Group, which operates 40 sites in England, 

Scotland and Wales, says it intends to submit a planning 

application to Stroud District Council in the coming weeks 

for a new crematorium on a 9.2-acre site just west of 

Eastington, Stroud, and south of Gloucester, along the A38. 

A spokesperson for the company said: “The site has 

been carefully chosen to be accessible to families within 

Stroud and the wider Gloucestershire area while at the same 

time providing a beautiful, secluded, and tranquil setting. 

“The location of the site and the design of the modest 

chapel building, coupled with its natural screening, 

minimises any visual impact of the proposal on the local 

communities. 

“The development has been designed with the 

environment and sustainability in mind and the proposed 

crematorium will be one of the most environmentally 

friendly crematoria in the UK. 

“Local funeral directors, have welcomed the idea, 

outlining the need for a modern state-of-the-art crematorium 

to serve the local community.” 

Wilts & Gloucestershire Standard  

June 2024 

Plans for new crematorium near Stroud 
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A lot of the things I have already mentioned yesterday in my 

presentation about the funeral process in Belgium, so I will keep 

it short.  

A few things about Belgium in figures. We have a population 

of about 12 million people and so when you estimate that almost 

1% of the people die, you have an average of around 110,000 

deaths every year (figure 1).  

You can see that the number of births and deaths are 

decreasing which was evident after the Covid pandemic. There 

is a huge rise of migration and that was due to the incoming 

people from Ukraine because of the East European conflict.  

You can also see an important number of diversity – a lot of 
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ICF Country Report – Belgium

By Tom Wustenberghs, LLM, EMBA, General Manager,  
Pontes and Chairman of the Flemish Association of Public Crematoria 
 
Ladies and gentleman it may be blunt and disrespectful to talk about statistics in Belgium after this very important address that 

Dr Turner has made so I thank her for her contribution. It was very meaningful and I think we learnt a lot. 
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Please complete this form and return it to the publication office on page 5. Once your booking has been 
confirmed, a formal contract will be issued. 
 
No payment is required until each advert has appeared in our publication and you are satisfied with the 
printed result. 
 
If there is anything you would like to discuss in more detail or if you would like to see a hard copy of 
Pharos, please do not hesitate to give us a call. 
 

H H An attactive discount offered if all four adverts booked H H 
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1. For the purpose of these conditions, ‘Advertiser’ shall refer to 
the Advertiser or his Agent, whichever is the principal and the 
‘Society’ shall refer to The Cremation Society of Great Britain.  
‘Advertisement’ shall include a loose insert where appropriate. 

 
2. These conditions will apply to all advertisements for public ation.  

Any other proposed condition shall be void unless incorporated 
in written instructions and explicitly accepted by the Society in 
writing. 

 
3. All advertisements are accepted subject to Society’s approval of 

the copy. 
 
4. If it is intended to include in an advertisement a competition or 

a special offer of merchandise, other than that normally 
associated with the advertised product, full details must be 
submitted at the time of booking.  The Society has no 
obligation to ensure the Advertiser fulfils the advertisement 
promotional or other incentive. 

 
5. The Society reserves the right to omit or suspend an 

advertisement at any time for good reason, in which case no 
claim on the part of an Advertiser for damages or breach of 
contract shall arise.  Should such an omission be due to the act 
or default of the Advertiser or his servants or agents then the 
space reserved for the advertisement shall be paid in full 
notwithstanding that the advertisement has not appeared.  
Such omission or suspension shall be notified to the Advertiser 
as soon as possible. 

 
6. If the Society considers it necessary to materially modify the 

space or alter the date of insertion or position or make any 
other alteration, the Advertiser will have the right to cancel if 
the alterations are unacceptable, unless such changes are due 
to any emergency or circumstances beyond the Society’s 
control.  Every care is taken to avoid mistakes but the Society 
cannot accept liability for any errors due to any third parties, 
subcontracts or inaccurate copy instructions. 

 
7. The Advertiser warrants that the advertisement does not 

contravene any Act of Parliament nor is it in any other way 
illegal or defamatory or an infringement of any other Party’s 
rights or an infringement of the CAP Code. 

 
8. The Advertiser will indemnify the Society fully in respect of any 

claim made against the Society arising from the advertisement 
(including but not limited to breach of another party’s 
copyrights).  The Society will consult with the Advertiser as to 
the way such claims are to be handled. 

 
9. Advertisements rates are subject to revision at any time and 

orders are accepted on condition that the price binds the 
Society only in respect of the next issue to go to press.  In the 
event of a rate increase, the Advertiser will have the option to 
cancel the order without surcharge or continue the order at the 
revised advertisement rates. 

 
 10. If an Advertiser cancels the balance of the contract, except in 

the circumstances set out in Clauses 6 or 9 above, he will be 
liable to 50% of the outstanding balance of the contract and 

relinquishes all rights to that series discount to which he was 
entitled previously and advertisements will be paid for at the 
appropriate rate. 

 
11. Series discounts apply only to orders placed in advance and 

completed within one year of date of insertion. The Society 
reserves the right to surcharge in the event of insertions not 
being completed in the contractual period. 

 
12. Charges will be made to the Advertiser or his Agent where the 

Society, Printers or Colour Reproducers are involved in extra 
production work owing to acts or defaults of the Advertiser or 
his Agent. These charges will be passed onto the Advertiser 
in respect of the publication. Complaints regarding 
reproduction of advertisements must be received in writing 
within one calendar month of the cover date, addressed to The 
Editor, Pharos International. 

 
13. Credit accounts are strictly nett and payments must be 

received no later than 30 days after invoice date. Interest will 
be payable on all amounts after that date at a rate of 4% above 
the base rate of the National Westminster Bank plc, to be 
charged monthly. The Advertiser shall reimburse the Society 
for all costs and expenses (including legal costs) incurred in the 
collection of any overdue amount. 

 
14. Where the Advertiser has undertaken to supply inserts which 

have been accepted and approved by the Society, the Society 
reserves the right to change the rate agreed if they fail to arrive 
at the agreed time and place for insertion.  No obligation shall 
rest with the Society to include the precise number of inserts 
in a specific position. 

 
15. Copy must be supplied by the Advertiser or his Agent without 

application from the Society. If copy instructions are not 
received by agreed ‘copy date’ no guarantee can be given that 
the proofs will be supplied nor corrections and the Society 
reserves the right to repeat the most appropriate copy or treat 
the booking as cancellation. 

 
16. Advertiser’s property, artwork, film, etc. are held at the owners’ 

risk and should be insured by them against loss or damage 
from whatever cause.  The Society reserves the right to destroy 
all artwork and film which has been in its custody for six months 
from the date of its last appearance and for which no written 
request for its return has been made. 

 
17. The placing of an order will be deemed to be an acceptance 

of all the above conditions and shall be an express term of any 
contract. The order is liable to cancellation unless accepted by 
the supplier within twenty working days of the order.  Acceptance 
shall be by means of any written acknowledgement or by 
printing the advert or by delivery of an invoice. 

 
18. These conditions and all other express terms of the contract 

shall be governed and constructed in accordance with the Laws 
of England.


